1. Call to Order and Pledge to the Flag:
Chairperson Dennis Bowdoin called the Conway Township Planning Commission meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was performed.
 
2. Minutes from the July 13, 2009 Meeting: 

Minutes from the 7/13/09 meeting were read. George Pushies made a motion to accept the minutes, John Harless, 2nd.  All in favor, motion passed.  The next meeting is scheduled for September 14th at 7:30 p.m. 
  

3. Call To Public: 

a)       No response 

  

4. Communications: 

a)       Dennis Bowdoin reported on an upcoming Michigan Citizen Planner class on August 26th at the Okemos Conference Center on Growth through Green Development and Adaptive Reuse. 

b)       Dennis Bowdoin also reported on an article in the Michigan Township News on Zoning for Wind Energy.  The article cautions townships on having this type of zoning due to technical and very complex issues.  Instead, it was recommended that townships require the use of special use permits. 

c)       Dennis Bowdoin also read an invitation that he received for the Land on the Horizon fundraiser being held at the Lakeland Golf and Country Club in Brighton on September 19, 2009. 

d)      John Harless reported that when he was in Frankfort, Michigan, recently, he attended a Master Planning Workshop.  He learned that their open meetings were similar to what Conway Township had held while working on our ordinance changes. 

  

5. Land Divisions: 

a)       James C. Swain, at 6230 W. Allen Road, requested four new parcels from parent parcel no. 4701-36-400-616.  John Harless made a motion recommending that the Board approve the splits.  George Pushies 2nd.  Five in favor; Cindy Dickerson abstained.  Motion passed. 

  

6. Old and New Business: 

  

a)       Ottawa County Wind Turbine Ordinance.  Much discussion was held on possibly using Ottawa County’s Wind Turbine Ordinance as a guide for our township, but also include the recommendation from the article in the Michigan Township News to require the use of special use permits.  Dennis Bowdoin also mentioned the need to abide by airport zoning regulations. 

b)       Denny Sommer-Citizen’s Planner Seminar.  Dennis Sommer reported on attending the Michigan Citizen Planner 2009 Advanced Academy on renewable energy, including the use of wind turbines, solar and wood burning sources, which was held recently at Michigan State University. 

c)        Assignment of Township Sections.  Discussion was held and it was determined that the Planning Commission members would be responsible for observing specific areas of the township for possible ordinance violations. 

d)       Update from Township Board.  
i.         Special Use – Mr. Wise.  The Township Board approved a Special Use Permit for Good Old Lenny’s Gun Shop, LLC, and it waived the $150 charge. 

ii.        Special Use – Ms. Pelkey.  Ms. Pelkey had approached the Board to determine whether or not she needed a special use permit for a home business.  Since her business is computer repair that she performs in her customer’s homes, it was determined that she did not need one.  (The Board would like to encourage home-based businesses in the township; it may begin keeping a list of residents who have business talents.) 

iii.      Zoning Ordinance.  The Board has not adopted the Township’s Ordinance, but plans to do so next month. 

iv.      Fence Ordinance.  Cindy Dickerson questioned if the ordinance was detailed enough.  She has been approached lately by residents questioning whether the fence should be installed directly on the property line, or set back.  Another question that she has received was on which side of the frame the fencing material should be placed. 

v.       Special Use Permits.  Discussed sending letters to Special Use Permit users in order to see if they are still in business. 
vi.      New Special Use Permit Application Form.  Cindy Dickerson has created a new application form. 

  

7.  General Discussion: 

a)       Mike Rife mentioned that when the Planning Commission members are checking on their township sections to also keep an eye out for foreclosures and vandalism of properties. 

  

8.  Adjournment: 

         Three residents in attendance. 

         Board Members present:  Scott Buell, Dennis Sommer, George Pushies, Cindy Dickerson, Dennis Bowdoin, Londa Horton and John Harless.  Supervisor Mike Rife was also present. 

         A motion was made by George Pushies to adjourn, John Harless, 2nd.  All in favor, motion passed.  Meeting was adjourned at 8:57 p.m. 

  

Respectfully submitted:  Dennis Sommer 
Conway Township Planning Commission
Meeting Minutes
August 10, 2009 
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